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A patriot is somebody who mentors a child. 
A patriot is someone who brings hope into 
a life that is hopeless. A patriot is somebody 
who works to feed the hungry. That’s a pa-
triot. A patriot is somebody who’s a respon-
sible citizen, responsible for loving their chil-
dren with all their heart and all their soul 
but responsible for working in the commu-
nity in which they live. And that’s what hap-
pening here in America. 

And perhaps the most vivid example of 
what I’m talking about, a vivid example of 
an attitude change, a clear beacon of what’s 
happening in America took place on Flight 
93, when citizens were flying across the 
country. History shows that they were on the 
cell phones, and they told their loved ones 
they loved them and goodbye. They said a 
prayer. One guy said, ‘‘Let’s roll.’’ They took 
the airplane that was to be used as a weapon, 
perhaps against the White House or the Cap-
itol, they drove it into the ground to serve 
something greater than themselves in life. 

No, I believe—I believe from the bottom 
of my heart that out of the evil done to Amer-
ica is going to come some great good. The 
world is going to be more peaceful, and this 
country is going to be more compassionate 
and decent and hopeful, because this is the 
greatest country on the face of the Earth. 
We’re the greatest country because we’ve got 
the greatest people on the face of the Earth. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless, and 
God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:04 p.m. at the 
St. Regis Monarch Beach Resort. In his remarks, 
he referred to Cindy Simon, wife of candidate Bill 
Simon; and former Representative Jack F. Kemp, 
and his wife, Joanne. This item was not received 
in time for publication in the appropriate issue.

Proclamation 7584—Women’s 
Equality Day, 2002
August 23, 2002

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Today, American women enjoy unprece-

dented opportunities in business, education, 
politics, and countless other aspects of our 

society. Historically, however, women suf-
fered grave inequalities and were denied 
some of the most fundamental benefits of 
citizenship. 

Each year on August 26th, we mark the 
important anniversary of the day on which 
women gained the right to vote. In cele-
brating Women’s Equality Day, we remem-
ber the brave and determined individuals 
who worked to ensure that all women have 
the opportunity to participate in our democ-
racy. Their dedication to the suffrage move-
ment improved our society, and continues to 
inspire women today. 

When the first Women’s Rights Conven-
tion was convened in Seneca Falls in 1848, 
women in the United States had limited fi-
nancial, legal, and political power. In addition 
to being denied the right to vote, they also 
could not own property, control their wages, 
or claim custody of their children. 

Courageous heroes like Carrie Chapman 
Catt, Alice Paul, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and 
Susan B. Anthony refused to accept women’s 
status, and began a determined struggle to 
gain suffrage for women. Leading active and 
vocal groups like the National American 
Woman Suffrage Association and the Na-
tional Woman’s Party, these women risked 
attack and arrest to organize marches, boy-
cotts, and pickets, while mobilizing an influ-
ential lobbying force of millions. Finally, on 
August 26, 1920, the women’s suffrage move-
ment accomplished its goal through the rati-
fication of the 19th Amendment to the Con-
stitution, guaranteeing women the right to 
vote. 

In Afghanistan, the Taliban used violence 
and fear to deny Afghan women access to 
education, health care, mobility, and the 
right to vote. Our coalition has liberated Af-
ghanistan and restored fundamental human 
rights and freedoms to Afghan women, and 
all the people of Afghanistan. Young girls in 
Afghanistan are able to attend schools for the 
first time. 

As we celebrate this day, I encourage all 
Americans to learn about our important 
achievements in equality. Looking to the fu-
ture, we must remain diligent as we work 
to ensure the rights of all of our citizens, and 
to support those who struggle daily for life’s 
basic liberties. 
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim August 26, 2002, 
as Women’s Equality Day. I call upon the 
people of the United States to observe this 
day with appropriate programs and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand two, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and twenty-sev-
enth. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., August 27, 2002] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 24, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on August 
28.

Remarks at a Breakfast for 
Gubernatorial Candidate Bill Simon 
in Westwood, California 
August 24, 2002

Thank you very much. Please. Thanks for 
that warm welcome, and good morning. It’s 
great to be here. I’m—had a great stay here 
in California, went to Stockton and then 
Dana Point and finishing off our visit here 
in the Los Angeles area. I’m off to New Mex-
ico, and after I spend the afternoon in New 
Mexico, I’ll be back in Crawford, Texas, 
where I’ll tell the First Lady of your thanks. 

By the way, she’s doing a fabulous job. She 
is a really remarkable woman. She is a—
when the Nation needed a calm, reassuring 
voice, she provided it. And when I need 
someone to kind of calm me down, she does. 
I’m real proud of Laura. She was born and 
raised in Midland, Texas. She was a public 
school librarian. She didn’t care for politics. 
She didn’t like politicians. And now she a 
great First Lady of the United States. 
[Laughter] 

I also thank Cindy Simon for being a good, 
strong mom and a great wife and a future 
first lady of the State of California. I appre-
ciate David Murdock for his hospitality. And 

I want to thank you all for coming. I want 
to thank you for supporting this good man 
in his quest to be the Governor of this impor-
tant State. 

I stand by his side because I know that 
you can do better in California, that the sta-
tus quo is not acceptable, that what Sac-
ramento needs is a breath of fresh air, a new 
way of thinking, a new attitude about politics. 
That attitude starts with understanding the 
job of the Governor is to serve everybody. 
It’s not to pit one group of people against 
another. It’s not to take into account of who 
is for you and who is against you and, there-
fore, make decisions based upon that. You 
need a Governor who makes decisions based 
upon principle, not polls, a Governor who 
understands that setting priorities is impor-
tant. 

You see, you can’t balance the budget un-
less you set priorities. You can’t be all things 
to all people in the political process. You 
need a Governor who is willing to make 
tough decisions. And I know Bill Simon is 
that kind of person. See, he doesn’t need a 
poll or a focus group to tell him what to think. 
You’ve either got it inside your soul, or you 
don’t. And this man’s priorities are strong—
his faith and his family and his desire to serve 
his community. And those are important val-
ues for somebody who wants to lead the State 
of California. 

And what I appreciate most of all is his 
compassion for education. I share the same 
passion. Education—good education policy 
starts with a frame of mind that says every 
child can learn. That sounds simple, of 
course, but that’s not the way it is in a lot 
of school districts. You see, it’s a—and I 
learned this lesson as the Governor of the 
State of Texas, when I traveled around my 
own State. I went to places where it became 
apparent to me that people thought some 
children couldn’t learn, generally kids whose 
parents didn’t speak English as a first lan-
guage, the newly arrived, or the inner-city 
African American child. You know, it’s easy 
to walk into a classroom and just assume 
these kids can’t learn. ‘‘Let’s just move them 
through, see. Let’s just get them out of the 
system.’’ Those days have got to end, and Bill 
understands that. If you want a hopeful Cali-
fornia for everybody, you must start with an 


